E R MON 


Preached in the 
PARISH CHURCH 


OF 
St. MART, Lambeth, 
Upon April 11, 1744. 


P. 0s the Day appointed for a Generalf 
FAST, in order to obtain of Amigb 
GOD Pardon for our Sins; and _ im 
plore his Bleſſing, and Aſſiſtance on His 
Majeſty's Arms in the preſent War. | 


By OH DEN VE, D. D. 


Rrcro of the ſaid Pariſh, and e = 


of Rocheſter. 


f LONDON: 
Printed for J. and H. PEMBERTON, at the Golden 
Buch againſt St. Dunſtan s Church i in Fleeiſtreet 8 


— n RED Ce 9 6 5, | 
er OLI Ca PPT F | : 
: 33 oy * r S ae e 3%. 
* 
5 - 
| a4 — » — - - — — — = * 5 " 
. 2 
4 * | 
; HY | = | 
* 7 
, 1 
7 L 
| — 7 ” 
3 ? | 
- 
1 0 
7 5 | 
: [ 
4 
| 1 
: 4 | 
ps > 
* j | 
INE ; 
i » 
. 
E . x + | 
4 * 
bs 
[1 2 | 
: . 
wo f | 
z 4 | 
a - 
| | | | 
* : 
. . f | | 
q * * 
» F 
/ 2 


- 
—— + +. at 


. ' P's 5 
” "2 : ; ; | 
* c 1 
* ! a | 
* 
3 | | 
; | * 5 
* = 
? f . 4 
bo : 7 —— 
& c 
2 ; | 
* » Sy * 
$ > , y : f 


4 


— .. 
3 
a 


hs ad 
* 
* 
— — — — 


"= 


— PLES 
57 : 
——— 
0 
© 
* 
. 
_ 


« *+ 
— 


r 
x 

3 

4 


* 
f 
y 


3 5 a 
*. CY 
* 
* 
4 
* *. . 
* n+ 
* —_— 


— 


. 
— 
= 
1 
” 
* 
— — 1 
—— — — 


— — — 


— a 
* 
* 
* 


— —— —— wc 


— << eo — 


—— Dr „% ]Ü¹·1w EE IF EIT - — — 
; 7 1 . - — — — aa rn —„— CO" 


TQ- THE 


INHABITANTS 


0 f 


St. Mazr, Lambeth.” 


1 Give up 2 iwie Diſcourſe. at your 82. 


neral Requeſt to the World, without much 
Concern for the Opinion of others, ſo long as 
I have approved myſelf to You, in the, es 
of my Miniſterial Duty, from the. Pulpit, on fo 
affecting and important an Occaſion, as the late 
Faſt ; having a firm Belief, that you would not 
have ſollicited me with the Findeſt Importunities, 
to the Publication of it, had not its Doctrine 
been as 1 9 to Jun Minds, as it is. to my 
| You will bear me en 1 in 7 ordi· 
y. Courſe, of my Preaching, I. have. never 
SY with Worldly Politicks, but: with the. 
everlaſting. Truths of "= Goſpel, which make 
us wiſe unto. Salvation ; ; however, when. the Au- 
thority of our Sovereign, the Loye I: bear my 
native Country, and the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, enforced by the Chriſtian Exhortation 
of praying for Kings, and for all that are in Au- 
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thority, that we may * & quiet, and peaceable 
14 an all 17 4060 and Honeſty ; 3. When ſuch 


I, the ſe, gall-ppon me to diſcharge 


9 Gi as well as Spiritual Obligations, I have 


never declined to declare with an Integrity be- 
coming my Profeſſion, what is, and always has been, 
ae of phe TI that belom unto our 
Peace — 797 Happmeſs in this World; nay, to cry aloud 
and ſpare not, but to lift up my Voi oce like a Trum- 
pet ( decordifig te the Expreſſions of the Prophet 
Iſaiah) -18 order to ſhew the People. of Iſrael 
ſuck-Berors and Trag ur, and the Hoſe of 
Jutob ſueh Sint, ds n „ Without Gov's pre- 
venting and alfiſting Mercies, bring on, in the 
natural Conſequence of Things, the final Ruin 
oP this Cureh and King om ; even thongh we 
(ould hot häſten on fo ertible 4 u lament” by 
any erttacrdlinary N Provotations 0 5 his Divine 
Majeſty: : 212171 
Theſe were the 1 has dete mined me 
both to preach and publiſh this. Ser not 
but that I muſt confeſs myfelf to feel Glider be of 
the ſame laudable Arabition with' a Tate Right 
Reverend Prelate * whoſe | Memory - * 1096 
and of whoſe er wiſh for à double” "Portion 5 
I mein that of recommending m yſelf to you, 
whilſt I am living, and of ſpeaking 10 you, when 
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Ec 
T am dead, for the little Space of Time this 


Sermon ſhall laſt, not only as a good Clerg yman, 
but a good Engliſhman, who has the juſteſt Ab- 


| horrence of that complicated Slavery, which 
[ Popery and Arbitary Power would impoſe upon 
| us in our Minds, Bodies, and Eſtates. 


I am, whereinſoever I can be, 


My Brethren, 


Your moſt Affectionate Miniſter, 


Faithful Friend, and 


Humble Servant, 
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1 KINGS xx. 11 Verſe. 


And the King of Iſrael anſwered, and ſaid, Tell him; Let not him, 
that girdeth on his Harneſs, boaſt himſelf, as He, that putteth it of. 


Y Text is the final Anſwer of Ahab King of a?!, 
and his Council, to a moſt unreaſonable, and inſolent 
Meſlage from Benbadad, the abſolute Monarch of Syria ; 
who had driven every thing before him in his Con- 
queſts: and was then beſieging Samaria, the Capital City of 1/rae!, 
with ſo powerful an Army, as had in it (under his command) ws 
and thirty Kings, and ſo great a Number of Soldiers, that even the 
Duſt (much leſs the Plunder) of that City, would not ſuffice for 
Bandfulls for all the People that follow*'d him. (ver. 1. 10.) — Be- 
ſides, of fo arbitrary, ſo cruel a Spirit was this Prince (whilſt 
fAuſh*d with Victory, and poſſeſs'd, as he imagin'd, of Power 
equal to his Will) that he would not be ſatisfied with humbler and 


harder Terms, than any King could (with reaſon, or honour) bear 


either to offer, or accept in the utmoſt extremity of Diſtreſs. For 
Ahab had gone ſo far, as to agree to do the Syrian Tyrant Homage, 
as his Lord; nay, to hold of him, as his Yaſſal, by any Tribute he 
ſhould impoſe, ALL that he had, not only his Silver, his Gold, and 
his Crown, but his Vives, and his Children, even the goodlieſt of 
them: (ver. 3, 4, 7.) — And yet, all this was not enough to con- 
tent the Pride, the Ambition, the Avarice, or the Luſt of Benhadad ; 
whoſe Demands aroſe (as is common, from too timorous and mean 
a Submiſſion) to ſo exorbitant a Height, as to inſiſt (ver. 6.) on ſend- 
ing his own Servants on the morrow to ſearch the Palace of his Fel- 
low-Sovereign, as well as the Houſes of his Subjects: and to take 
away from both, whatſoever was dear unto them, or pleaſant in their 
es. — In other Words, nothing would content this Brant, but 
to make the [/aelites. and their King, his Slaves. 

In this Extremity of Diſtreſs, Abab did, what in prudence, if 
not of. right, he ſhould have done at firſt, He ſummon'd a Council 
of all the Elders of the Land (ver. 7.) who, in the Name of 


his People, were unanimous in preſſing him, not even to hearter:, 
| mucn 


nothing could happen worſe to them. —— Howawer, this wiſe: a 
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much leſs conſent to ſuch Terms, (ver. 8.) than which at all events 


juſt Reſolution, was, it ſeems, ſo. provoking: to Benhadadi that | 
calls down, with no leſs Blaſphemy than Haughtineſs, the Vengeance 
of the GODS upon himſelf (ver. 10.)-if he did not, without 
their help, by the Strength of his own Army, lay Samaria even 


with the Ground, not leaving in it one Stone upon another. — Lo 


this Menace the King of Jae] returns by the Meſſengers who 
brought it, this moſt prudent, and pious anſwer, Tell him; Let 
zof HIM, that girdeth on his Harneſs, BOAST himſelf, as 
HE that PUTTETH f of. 

Such is the Hiſtory and Connexion of Ne Text: T be Grope- 
ſtances whereof concern us not; at leaſt no further, than to warn 
us, not to Boaſt too much of our own ſuperior Strength; or truſt 
more to it, than to the Providence of God, notwithſtanding we 
were provoked beyond all Patience to commenoe the juſteſt War 

againſt an Enemy; who, though weak as Abal, was na ſeß in- 
ſolent, than Benhadad : and would not permit us to enjoy the right 
we have by the Law of Nature, and expreſs Treaties to a free Na- 
vigation on the open Seas, without ſubmitting to have the Ships 
and Treaſures of our Commerce ſearch*d and taken atuay; or without 
expoſing Free Britons to ſuch cruel indignities, a8 Moulch fire even 
Spaniſh Slaves with Reſentment and Courage. 
But what is the Interruption; or loſs of our anten (tho? 


in the moſt valuable Branches of it) to compare os: ng ſince 


been threatned in a War declared againſt us, by a Prince of the 
ame Family, Spirit, and Principles, the preſent Head of the Houſe 
of Bourbon; in whoſe Grandes Monarques the Character of Ben- 
hadad has been drawn to the Life; whoſe folet and uniform Aim 
has been, for above a Century, nothing leſs than the Universal 
Monarchy of Europe: And to compals it, they have never as yer 


ſcrupled to proſtitute their Faith, and Honour, and Conſciencs; 


nay, every thing, that is Sacred. For even in a State of; Peace, 
Amity, and Friendſhip, they have ſhewn- by alt Tranſactions in 
their Cabinet, both of late, and time out of Mind, that the Mare 


che moſt trickiſh, falſe, and baſe Court under Heavenc: i And that 


there is no Artifice-ſo abominable they wont employ no- Promiſe 
ſo fair, no Aſſeveration ſo ſolemn, that they wont make or break, 

(witneſs the Pragmatic Sanction) in order to amuſe, deceive,. and: 
undo all they treat with, unleſs they can cajole or bribe them to be 


jome way, or other ſubſervient to their Intereſt, or Ambition. And 


then 


5 ro en nar an oro are er rr — 
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when their Politicians, and their Jeſuits have ſpun out all their 
Fineſſe, and Intrigues, and are forc'd to throw of the Maſk in a 
Declaration of open War ; why then the Peace of all the World 
ſhall be deſtroyed. — Their dernier Reſort then is to boaſt of their 
Fleets and Armies: and to ſend them, right or wrong, into every 
part of it, to intimidate, to inſult, to invade, to lay waſte, and to 
conquer, if poſſible, any State or Country whatſoever, without 
being aſham*d of ſo abhor'd a Title, as the common Enemy, or of 
Joining their Moſt Chriſtian Arms and Counſels with thoſe of Turks 
and Infidels, — And in that light, (I truſt to God) all the Powers 
of Europe * and Chriſtendom will one Day come to look upon the 
Houſe of Bourbon in its Root and Branches, and then unite againſt 
it, as in a Common Cauſe : or at leaſt leave it to fight alone its un- 
juſt Battles; being ſenſible that its Friendſhip may be more fatal 
to them than its Enmity, as it has been of late to the Houſes of 
Auſtria and Bavaria, inaſmuch as the Monarchs of it have never 
yet ſpar*d either Friends, or Enemies, when they could get by 
ruining them; no matter how, whether by perfidy or violence. 
— Accordingly what is it, that has at laſt expoſed this Nation to 
thoſe public Hoſtilties from the Court of France, which hitherto 
they have uſed all the Diſſimulations and Falſhood they could to 
conceal, Their Miniſtry, with all the Feſuitical Cunning they have 
at the Head of it, can alledge no other Plea, when ſtripped of falſe 
Facts, than this, that our Sovereign has tired aut the Patience of their 
Monarch, by repeated Outrages, as well as Injuries to his Honour 
and his Glory *. — But how ? not by any Infractions of Treaties; but 
What the Laws of Nature and Nations will juſtify in Caſes of Self- 
defence, whilſt He was. proſecuting. with Vigour (according to the 
Advice of his Parliament, and the Voice of his People) a moſt 
righteous War againſt Spaiz in maintenance of the Commerce, and 
other eſſential Intereſts of his Kingdom: or whilſt he was furniſhing 
Antient and Natural Allies, with no other Succour than what they 
had a right to demand, and the French King was, at the ſame time, 
giving to his Enemies. —Alaſs! the real Injury and Grievance is, that 
the Engliſb Squadrons have dared to block up his Fleet at Toulon 
and that their Allies have hitherto, thro* the divine Blefling, been 
by them enabled, not only to withſtand all unjuſt Attacks, though 
ſupported, as well as inſtigated by France; but likewiſe to pre- 
* Unleſs ſuch as are Sons of, or attached to, the. auguſt Houſe of Bourbon (the 
irre Fed King's Ordnance delaring War again Bag hel March 1 
8 Freut 8 nance N 'A | | eb 17, 1 7 
and an Extract of a Letter ſrom Mr. 3 * at Paris, Feb. 14-15, 4 
| erve 
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ſerve the Ballance of Power, and Liberty of Europe, which it ſeems, 


his Majeſty's Enemies, account it their Honour and Glory to over- 
turn. — For this reaſon (and this only) they can never forgive him 


the Check, and Stop, he has given to their old Scheme, and 


univerſal Paſſion of enlarging the Dominions, and adding Strength 
to the Houle of Bourbon, till it has enſlaved the World around it. 
Such are the true Motives of the War, into which we have been 
forc*d by France: and which, if it proves ſucceſsful to them, (which 
God avert) may in its Conſequences determine, not only the Fate 
of Europe in general for many ages, but, for our own particular, 
of all we have. — No wonder then, that the French ſhould, like 
the Syrian King, even command the Captains of his Chariots, to 
fight neither with /mall nor great, fave only with the King of Yael. 
(1 Kings xxii. 31.) No wonder then that the moſt violent of his 
Thunder ſhould be levelled at the Head of our Sovereign, both 
in the Field of Battel, ,in an Invaſion on his Kingdoms; which 
(though coloured over with a Claim of Right from a Popiſh Pre- 
tender, a Claim, which they have as ſolemnly renounced, as we 
abjur*d : or with the Pretence of his being a perſonal Enemy to 
France) could deſign nothing leſs than to reduce this free, and rich 
and powerful Nation, (which has been for Ages, the object of 
their Euuy and Hatred) into a conquered Province of their Uni- 
verſal Monarchy ; wherein we ſhould have nothing to call our own 
in Trade, Property, Liberty, Government or Religion, but what 
we muſt hold by the good Pleaſure of a moſt arbitrary, and 
bigotted Tyrant, the Picture of Benbadad; whoſe goodneſs, if he 
has any, would all be ſhewn to his Native Subjects, who are our 
Rivals, and our Foes, in every thing, that regards the true Wel- 
fare, Happineſs, or Glory, of this Iſland. For can it ever be 
imagin d by the moſt deluded Facobite among us, though a Papiſt, 
that a Ming, ſet over us by the Power of France, can ever favour 
the Britiſb Intereſt, which is, and always has been, oppoſite to 
that of the French? No more, than that a Prince educated at Rome, 
and at the Pope*s Expenſe, ſnould ever become a true Proteſtant. 


My preſent Buſineſs then ſhall be' to conſider the Anſwer of 


Abab to Benhadad in my Text, as a wiſe Obſervation, deſerving of 
a Place among the Proverbs of Solomon, which will hold true at 
all Times, and in all Circumſtances, whether we try it by Rea- 
ſon, Religion, hiſtorical Experience, or good Poli. And from 
this view of it, I ſhall in the 5 E 

I. Firft Place raiſe fuch Reflections, as will, I believe, convince 
you, that it is always fooliſb, and oftentimes /infu!, for any _ 
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tal, (tho? his Greatneſs reach unto Heaven, and his Dominion unto 
the End of the Earth, Dan. iv. 22.) to boaſt and triumph when he 
enters into a War, in like Manner, as when he has brought it to 
a happy Iſſue; which he can never do without God's Concurrence 
nnn :--- 4 * . 
II. Secondly, I ſhall make thoſe Reflections uſeful to ourſelves 
by an Application, that will ſuit the Solemnity of this Day, and 
the preſent State of our Public Affairs. | 
I. To begin then with theſe Reflections, which naturally ariſe 
from the Hiſtory and Doctrine of my Text. And, 

1. Firſt, it will appear very fooliſh for us to vaunt, or even 


fatter ourſelves, with an abſolute Certainty of Succeſs, if we do but 


conſider the ordinary Changes, and Chances of War, which are 
more, perhaps, than in any other Caſe of human Life ; and ſuch 
as muſt give the wiſeſt, the braveſt, and the moſt conſummate 
Hero, ſome Doubt and Pain, if not Fear, for the Event, till the 
Battle is over; notwithſtanding the Reaſon he may have to con- 
fide in the Number, Diſcipline, and Courage of his Forces, or 
in his own matchleſs Abilities to diſpoſe, direct, and head them. 
For it is a Truth, which he will find verified in every Hi- 
ſtory, as well as by the Experience of David and Solomon, if not 
by his own, that the Batile is not always to the Strong: (Eccleſ. ix. 
11.) and that zo King can depend upon being ſaved by the Multi- 
tude of his Hoſts, (Pſalm xxxiii. 15.) For be the Hoſts he carrys 
into the Field, as much ſuperior in every Reſpect to thoſe of his 
Enemy, as his own Heart can wiſh, yet they may be foiled, if 
not by Strength, yet by Treachery, by Ambuſhments, (2 Chron. 
xx. 22.) by a Surpriſe, (1 Sam. xiv, 13, 14.) or by the numberleſs 
Stratagems of Military Skill, (Judg. vii. 16.) which may make ſuch 
Advantages of Art and Nature, and even of unexpected Incidents, 
as will very often change the whole Courſe of Things, and pro-, 
duce an Event quite contrary to what in all reaſonable Probability 
was to have been expected. It is nothing new to hear of aſto- 
niſhing Succeſſes, that have been owing to what we call a Piece 


of good Luck, or good Intelligence, to ſome Over-ſight, acci- 


dental Slip, or ill Conduct in an Enemy. — The greateſt Ar- 


mies may be circumvented, ſtopp'd, wearied out, and reduc'd, if 
not ſtary*d, till they are at laſt put to Flight by a deſpicable Few, 
who may thus out of J/eakneſs become Strong. | ; 

But ſuppoſe all the poſſible Skill of Military Genius's to be born 
down by ſuch a Multitude of Hoſts, as will, like an over-flowing 
Torrent, carry every thing along with it for a while; yet may = 
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that Multitude be retarded, or thrown into Diſorder. And by the 
leaſt Diſorder in a Day of Batlle, the potenteſt Armies have been 
often forced to leave the Field to an Enemy, whom they before 


deſpiſed, (1 Sam. xiv. 20.)-—— Beſides, may they not be driven 
back, or deſtroy'd by a Few? who will do Wonders, when once 
they wax ſo valiant thro* Deſpair, as to reſolve to die or conquer, 
thinking their Lives not worth preſerving, when their Honour is 
at Stake, or when all, that is worth living for, is loſt ?——Or 
on the other Side, may not the Mighty themſelves be weakened 
and worn out by perpetual Fatigues and Sickneſſes? May not 
their Numbers melt into nothing by a ſtrange Series of Diſaſters 
which could not be foreſeen, and conſequently not prevented ?. 
May they not, as it has happened, turn every Man his Sword 
againſt his Fellow, (1 Sam. xiv. 15.) and deſtroy one another thro? 
the Miſtake of a Signal, or an Order, or thro* deſperate Animoſities ? 
(2 Chron. xx. 22, 23: )——Or elſe, when the Arrows of Death 
(which make no Diſtinction) are flying thick abroad in the Day 
of Battle; may not One of them (even tho? an Aſaſſmation ſhould 
miſcarry) ſtrike him who is the Head, and -oftentimes the Heart 
and Life of the whole Army, ſo that all Victory, or the Hopes 


of it, dye with him, (1 Sam. xvii. 51.) It was from a Senſe of ſuch 


Viciſſitudes in War, that one of the greateſt Heroes among our 
Kings us'd to ſay, b that Campaigns do not always end as they be- 
gin: and therefore he was ſo wiſe and good, as never to be either 
mſolent, or deſponding, ſo as to refuſe good Terms of Peace, or ſub- 
mit to bad ones. | SR Tn ns 
But ſhould none of thoſe diſaſtrous Accidents - happen, which 
ſtrangely change the Fortune of the Day againſt all Reaſon, Ex- 
pectation, and the Appearances-of things; yet how many Con- 
querors have in the End been undone by their own irreſiſtible Suc- 
ceſſes © ? They either know not how, or where to flop ; or elſe 
will ſet no Bounds to an Ambition, which may in Time reach un- 
to the End of the Earth : (Dan. iv. 22.) and generally does in Fact 
extend their Deſires of Dominion ſo far as never to be fatisfied, till 
it ends in their own Deſtruction; till Self-defence, and Intereſt, if 
not Envy, ſhall raiſe up from their Thrones all the Kings of the 
Nations round them, ( I/aiah xiv. :) and unite Powers, otherwiſe the 
moſt oppoſite and irreconcileable, into ſo ſtrong a Confederacy, as 
Þ Tt was the ſaying of King William; Biſhop Fleetwoods Sermons, p. 167. 
A thing ſo common, that one may ſay, Succeſs has hurt more than it has 
e profited, by elating ſo the Mind, that it has over-look'd all Reaſon, and by ex- 
& 6 Demands, has loſt its true Advantages”. (Biſhop Flutwood's Serm. 
p. 166. | VVV 


Will 
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will Preat to Pieces dn Army, nay, an Ampire of. Son if it be not 
diſſolved ſooner by the violent Ferment of inteſtine Paſſions, Jea- 
louſies, and Contentions among thoſe, who claim a. Share in the 
Spoils, the Power, or the Honour of the Acquiſitions ; even as we 
fee Thrones, and Dominions, States and Kingdoms, riſe and fall. in 
the Prophetic Hiſtory. of Daniel. 

Beſides, nothing is more common, than for Victory itfelf to in- 
toxicate the Head of an Army, and te ſpread thro' its Members 
the Contagion of Luxury and Riot, of Thoughtleſsneſs and Indo- 
lence, dates with a Neglect of Diſeipline, and of the Ti imer, that 
relaxed i in the Sings of its Strength : or till a wary, and A hardy, 

tho ſubdued Enemy; ſhall ſeize on ſuch Advantages and Oppor- 
tunities, as may by one ſucceſsful Engagement, reverſe the whole 
Fate of a long and proſperous War. 

Such are the Hazards, and Diſappointments to which War, i inthe 
Wer Conſtitutions of Things, is always ſubject, whether it be 
carried on by Land or Sea ; but if by Sea, we muſt add to this 
Account, the very fame Uncertainties that are in Vinds and Waves. 
—— And what Confidence can we have in theſe? unleſs our Power 
be ſuch, as to rebuke their Violence, and to command their Obe- 
dience. And then, indeed, (but not till then) will it be wiſe 
or innocent to haſt as much of ſending Fleets invincible abroad, as 
of their returning home with Victory, Spoils, and Peace. 

Nor have I now been painting any imaginary Scene of Incidents 
and Contingencies; the real Hiſtory of all Ages and Nations is ſo 
full of them d, that it would be endleſs for me to produce Exam- 
ples of every Kind. But as Holy Writ abounds in them, which 
is in all your Hands, and, as I hope, in a great Mealure trant- 
crib'd (being the Word of Life) into your Hearts and Memories, 
I doubt not but your Thoughts have been before me in. their Ap- 
plication, ſo that I ſhall take Notice only of what occurs in the 
Story of my Text; where we read, (ver. 12 16.) that whilſt 

à The Engliſb Reader need go no further than our own Hiſtory, and particularly 
to the Accounts we have of the Battles at Creſh, Poicters, and Apencourt : or, of 
the Ruin of the Spaniſe Armada. 
© would likewiſe refer the Reader to the V iQories of Joſhua, Barak, Gideon, 
and Jonathan with his Armour-Bearer, (Joſbua, x Judges, Chap. iv, v, vii. 1 Sam. 
xiv.) to the Overthrow of a 3 of Ethiopians, by King Aſa, as of the Ma- 
bites and Amorites, by 7 . (2 Chron. xiv, xx) and to the Maſlacre of 
the Mrian Army SOT ennacherib, (2 Kings, xix.) who was turn'd back with 
Diſgrace and Infamy, like a wild Braft, with a Hock in his Noſe, and a Bridle in his 


uth, in the ſame way that he came beafting, triumphant, and gloricus. — The 
whole Story of the Macchabees is fill'd with ſurpriaing Lacidents to the Purpoſe of 


this Diſcourſe. 
Benbadad, 
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Benhadad, in his Security and Boaſting was drinking himſelf drunk 
in the Pavilions, ¶ E, and the thirty and two KINGS that Help- 
ed him; His numerous Army was diſcomfited, not by old expe- 
rienced Soldiers, but by two hundred and thirty two (ver. 15.) young 
Men, no other than the Servants or Pages of the Princes of the 
Provinces, who being led on by their K IN G, followed by a ſmall, 
but reſolute ' Garriſon, and ##/pir*d with Courage by a Propher, 
made a Sally: (ver. 15, 19.) and after ſlaying every one his Man, 
(ver. 20.) that was ſent to apprehend them, went on, till their 
Enemies being ſurprized, and thrown into Confuſion and Terror 
by the Suddenneſs and Boldneſs of the Attack, fled: before them 
with a great Slaughter, (ver. 21.) even Benbadad himſelf, who 
could ſcarce eſcape with his Life upon a Horſe (ver. 20.)——And 
tho? they ftrengther'd themſelves at the Return of the Year, ſo as to 
fill the Country with their Hoſts, (ver. 26, 27.) yet did the I/ 
raelites (tho? like a little Flock of Kids, in Compariſon with the 
Syrians, (ver. 27.) but in high Spirits with their laſt Victory, and 
truſting to a good: Cauſe) again attack them, even 1n an open Field 


of Battle, (ver. 29.) in ſo unexpected and valiant'a Manner, as to 


terrify, rout, and defeat them, with no Jeſs a Slaughter, than of an 
hundred thouſand Footmen in one Day; upon which the Syrian Mo- 
narch fled again, but could eſcape no further than to an inner 
Chamber in the City, (ver. 30.) where being taken Priſoner, he 
was content to beg his Life, in the moſt humble and abject Terms, 


| (ver. 31, 32.) in Confidence of finding Ahab, not inſolent and 


cruel, like himſelf, but like the Kings of the Houſe of Iſrael, (the 

People of GOD) merciful and generous. e 
Such are the ſtrange Viciſſitudes of Things in the Military 
World : which ſhould teach us not to truſt alone in our Fleets and 
Armies, but in the Lord GOD of Heofts, and in Him to make 
our Boaſt. Not but that, I hope, that neither we nor our King, 
are in any danger of the Folly and Sin, whereof Ahab warns Ben- 
hadad in the Text. But our Enemies would, I think, have act- 
ed both well and wiſely, had they kept in Mind the Example and 
the Fate of ſo arrogant and. ambitious a Prince. The French 
Monarch indeed, or at leaſt his Miniſtry, may remember a more 
affecting Inſtance in his immediate Predeceſſor; whoſe -Greatneſs. 
and Views to an Univerſal Empire, exalted him to ſuch Degrees 
of Inſolence and Exorbitancy in his Claims and Demands, as at 
laſt forc'd moſt of the Powers of Europe to be confederate againſt 
him : and to engage with him in a War, which, by the divine 
Bleſſing on their united Arms, would, in all human EE 
| vert haws 
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have ruined him and his Family; fo far at leaſt as not to have left 
it in their Power now to invade, harraſs, or conquer every 
Country, that it will not come into their oppreſſive Schemes, or 
ſubmit unto their Yoke. This would, I ſay, have then been 
(in all human Probability) the Fate of the Houſe of Bourbon, had 
not GOD, in Judgment on us for our Sins, permitted the Spirit of 
Party, Diſcord, and Ambition, to go forth among ourſelves ; which 
after troubling ſore our Jrael, even tempted us, thro? an ill-judg*d 
Love to Peace, to break with our Allies, and to give up almoſt 
all the Advantages, as well as Glory, of ſuch a Series of Victories, 
as had been not only Providential, but marvellous in our Eyes: And 
in one Word, to be no leſs weak, unadviſed, and blameable, than 
Ahab was in ſhewing Mercy to Benhadad, a Man whom GOD had 
appointed to utter Deſtruction, as a Tyrant and common Enemy. 
But may He in Mercy avert from Us, and our Kg, the 
Judgments he brought upon Ahab and the Tfraehities, Thy 
Life ſhall go for his Life, and thy People for his People, 
(Ve. 133 © 

You ſee, my Brethren, that I take the Providence of GOD into 
my Account of what, from an Abuſe of Language, we are apt 
to call the Fortune of War; a Word, that in ſtrict Propriety can 
ſignify nothing but our own Ignorance of the real Cauſes, which 
produce ſuch Events, as ve deem contingent or fortuitous, for no 
other Reaſon, than that they happen againſt all human Appear- 
ances, or Endeavours to the contrary, and in a Manner we cannot 
account for by our Schemes of Second Cauſes. Whereas true Phi - 
loſophy, as well as. Religion, admits of no ſuch Cauſes as Chance 
or Fortune. Among the wiſer Heathen, therefore, Fortune was 
either deify*d, or the Word expreſt their. Senſe of the divine Pro- 
vidence; on which Account they aſcrib'd their Succeſs. infinitely 
more to it, than to their own Courage and Conduct; and conſe- 
quently no Folly can be more egregious, nor Sin provoking to the 
one true GOD, which ſhall be. 5 

II. My Second Reflection, than for ſuch ſhort-ſighted, and im- 
potent Creatures as Men are, to boaſt, to preſume, or even reckon 
upon the certain Succeſs of their own Deſigns and Enterprizes, in- 
dependent of that firſt and ſupreme Cauſe, by which all Things 
were created and conſſt, (Col. i. 16, 17.) or without carrying up 
their Thoughts to, nay ſeeking Counſel, Aid, and Bleſſing from 
the Almighty, who ordereth or over-ruleth all Accidents and Un- 
certainties in ſo unerring a Manner, as that they may in the pre- 
lent, as well as final Iſſue of Things, conſpire to execute 4 5 

| ite 
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finite Purpoſes of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, or Dominion, 
as the Creator and Governor of the Univerſe. Nor doth it 


any wiſe concern us, either in Theory or Practice, to determine, 


whether GOD doth this by exerting, thro' a perfect Forcknow- 
ledge, the whole of his Wiſdom and Power, in one ſingle ori- 
ginal Act, when he made Heaven and Earth, (Pſ. cxxi. 2.) that then 
gave Riſe to ſuch a regular Train of Cauſes and Effects, as would 
afterwards do whatever his Hand and his Counſel had determin'd to be 
done, (Alls iv. 28.) and ſuit all natural Contingencies, or moral Caſes, 


whether in Heaven or Earth, from the Beginning, even untill the 


 Conſummation of all Things: Or whether, as Revelation ſeems to 
intimate, He be not the conſtant Spring of the whole Machine, 


invjſibly exerciſing thoſe Perfections in poſitive Interpoſals among 


the Changes and Chances of this World, as an Employment moſt 


. worthy of himſelf, in carrying on what we call the Courſe of 


Nature; no leſs ſo indeed, than when he chuſes, as the P/almiſt 


prays him, (Pſalm xxi. 13.) to be exalted in his own Strength, by 


bidding (to borrow the emphatical Expreſſions of Archbiſhop 


| Tillotſon *) ſecond Cauſes. to ſtand by, and Armies till, without 


EE 


fighting, (2 Chron. xx. 17.) that his own Arm may be ſeen, and his 
Salvation appear even to the. Senſes of ſuch fooliſh. or wicked Men, 
as will not know in all theſe, that the Hand of the Lord hath 
WROUGHT all this: (Job xii. 9.) or in at Reaſonings lay ſuch Streſs 
on ſecond Cauſes (tho* properly {peaking NO Cauſes) as to exclude 
the irt. 

The Facts indeed to prove even this laſt Point, are fo many, 
ſo various, and oftentimes ſo circumſtantiated, that whoever will 
obſerve them, with a juſt and wile. Aae will perceive that 


they muſt be þ;s Doings : and done on purpoſe, that Men may 
Know, that He is the LORD, (1 Kings xx 13, 28. 2 Kings xix. 


19. Iſaiah xxxvii. 20.) even the LORD of Floſts, which 15 
WONDERFUL in COUNCEL and EXCELLENT in WORKING. (1/ajab 
xxviii. 29.) For as in War, (which is one of the moſt complicat- 


ed among human Affairs) the Entanglements, the Changes, and the 


Chances of it, do generally exceed all Imagination; fo confequent- 


ly there muſt be not only the greateſt room, but reaſon likewiſe 


for ſpecial Acts of Providence, conſidering that Fuftice and Fudg- 
ment, Truth and Mercy, are the Hobitation of his Throne : (P/alm. 
bix. 14) and how much a wiſe and righteous Government of the 
World is concern'd in thoſe Revolutions _— States and 282857 


vhich are 22 thereby. 
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Accordingly we find in profane, as well as Sacred Hiſtory, many 
Inſtances of mighty Armies being defeated by undeniable Miracles, 
or means apparently divine: and from what we ourſelves have 
ſeen and heard, we muſt conclude that Victory may be given, when 
and where it is leaſt expected, by the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
Events, with whom it is nothing to help, whether with mam, or 
with them that have no Power ; (2 Chron. xiv. 11.) not only when 
he aſſiſts them in a miraculous, or inviſible Manner, but when he 
ſeems to follow the Courſe of Nature and human Workings. — 
For as the Hearts of Kings are in his Hand, and under his Rule and 
Governance, may He not turn them on a ſudden, whitherſoever 
he will? (Prov. xxi. 1.) as it ſeemeth beſt to his Godly Wiſdom by 
ſecret Suggeſtions, and imperceptible Influences * ?, ſo as that there 
can be no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel without Him, much 
leſs againſt Him. Prov. xxi. 30, )—May He not thus alter, or infatu- 
ate their own Judgements, or the Counſels of their Abitophel's, tho? 
founded on French Politics, and Popiſb Infallibility, ſo as to make 
their Devices of none Effect: or to divert them to quite different 
Ends, than they intended or could foreſee, nay to the very Ruin 
of their Cauſe ? even as He hath bowed the Heart of a moſt divided 
and diſſatisfied People, as the Heart of one Man (2 Sam. Xix. 14.) 
by ſhewing us in the Danger of a late threatned Invaſion, the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Neceſſity of healing our Breaches, and of being of one 
Mind, which is our greateſt Security under Heaven, as well as 
the greateſt Terror and Confuſion to as many as have an open or ſe- 
cret Evil-will at our Siox, (P/. cxxix. 5.) at home or abroad. 
May he not inſpire the Generals of the weakeſt Armies, with 
ſuch unthought of Stratagems in War, as will make them more 
than Conquerors: (Fudg. vii. 16.) or excite in them, and in their 
Soldiery, marvellous Degrees of Reſolution and Courage, as of 
Faintheartedneſs and Cowardice in their Enemies ? (1 Sam. xiv.) Or 
to uſe the Words of 1aiah (Chap. xl. 29, 30.) may He not give 
Power to the Faint: and to them that have no MIGHT, renew and 
encreaſe STRENGTH ? at the ſame Time that the young and ſtrong 
Men ſhall faint, and be weary, and uTTERLY fall, May He 
not bring the moſt irreconcileable to unite in one common Alli- 
ance : and then to act with Heart and Hand in every thing, whilſt 
their Oppoſers are ſcarce able to agree in any thing? May He 
not ſo refrain the Spirit of Princes, and rule the Madneſs of their 
People, as for them to work his own Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, and 


* Theſe Suggeſtions and Influences are excellently accounted for, in the Religion of 
Nature Delintated, p. 105. 
C Praiſe ? 
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Praiſe ? (P/. xvi. 10. lxv. 7.) Or may he not, to make him- 
ſelf both wonderful and terrible among the Kings of the Earth (Pf, 
Ixxvi. 12.) ſtrike reſiſtleſs Hoſts, and their Leaders, with ſuch 


' Diſmay, Confuſion, and Panicks, (2 Kings xix. 7, 26. 1. Sam. xiv. 15, 


Tſaiab xxxvii. 27.) as are recorded in all Hiſtories to have made the 
Hearts of mighty Men to tremble, (1 Sam. xiv. 15.) and to be as the 
Heart of a Woman in her Pangs of Travail ? fo that according to 
the e Bleſſings and Curſes of Moſes to the Fews, and the 
Story of my Text, one ſhall chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thou- 
ſand to flight, who ſhall have no Power to ſtand before their Ene- 
mies. The Sound of a ſhaken Leaf ſhall chaſe them, and they ſhall 
flee, as fleeing from a Sword: and they ſhall fall when none. purſueth. 
(Deut. xxxli. 30. Levit. xxvi. 36, 37. 1 Kings xx. 20, 27, 29), 
But further, beſides theſe inſenſible Operations on human Minds, 
may not GOD (who has the whole natural Creation not only under 
his reſtraint, but at his free diſpoſal) diſappoint and ruin the beſt 
concerted Enterprize in the very Inſtant of its Execution, by Means 
of one of thoſe unexpected Accidents we call Chance? Or has He not 
at all times Power and Might (2 Chron. xx. 6.) to diſcomfit any 
human Hoſts by the ordinary Method of Cauſes and Effects : or, to 
ſpeak in military Language, by the common Artillery of Heaven, 
(Fudg. v. 20, 21.) by violent Rains, deep Snows, ſtarving Froſts, 
melting Heats, and killing Blaſts, (2 Kings xix. 7.) or by Thunder, 
Hailſtones, and Flames of Fire, to terrify or deſtroy them? (Foſpua 
x. 12. 1 Sam. vii. 10. P/. xviii. 11. Sc. —Ixxvi, 8. —cxliv. 5, 6. 
—]xxvili. 11. Cc. Theſe are the Treaſures which the Almighty 
himſelf declares to Fob (Chap. xxxvin. 23.) that he has reſerv'd a- 
gainſt the Day of Battle and War, in order to fight for him againſt 
the Unwiſe (Wiſd. v. 20.) and to convince the Nimrods, the Benhadads, 
or the Sennacheribs of this World, that his Srengib, as well as 
Worſhip, is in the Clouds: (Pſ. lxviii. 34.) and that all the Inſtru- 
ments of War, in the Hands of frail and mortal Men, are in re- 
gard to him, but weak and vain. Nay, tho* He makes not Uſe 
of theſe, yet all their military Strength may peri{þ like the Graſs or 
Flowers of the Field, (2 Kings xix. 26.) if he vis their Soldiers 
and Sailors, not with Famine or Pęſtilence, but an epidemic Sickneſs, 
(2 Kings xix. 35.) To this I may add, that if the Sea be the 


Scene of Action, how eaſy is it for Him, who /itteth above the 
Water-Flood, (Pſ. xxix. 10.) and commandeth it, (P/; Ixxxix. 10. 14.) 
to diſperſe or break in pieces the moſt formidable of naval Arma- 
ments by Storms and Waves? juſt as it is deſcrib'd in the Book of 
Miſdom (Chap. v. 22, 23.) by making a mighty Wind to fland up a- 


gainf 
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gainſt them, and a Storm to How them away, and the Floods to cru- 


elly drown them. And indeed what can be more viſible in the 
Diſappointment of the Invaſion lately intended by the moſt perfi- 
dious of our Enemies, than the Hand of mim, (Mat. viii. 27.) 
whom the Vinds and the Sea oBEV To Hu therefore, and not unto 
us, nor unto the Fleets and Troops whereof we are too apt to Boaſt, 
be the Praiſe and Glory of it — | 

But to conclude this Head; ſince Victory doth not always attend 
the wiſeſt Counſels, nor the beſt-concerted Schemes, nor the greateſt 
Armaments ; nor doth that Side which þoaſtetþ moſt, or is in human 
Eſtimation the moſt powerful, always prevail and triumph; but 
the Providence of GOD often directs and governs ſuch Events by hid- 
den Springs, or by ſuch remote, or ſeemingly diſproportion'd Cauſes, 
as eſcape the Foreſight and Control of Men, we muſt never fail to 
act in humble and conſtant Dependance upon Him, as the only Giver 
of all Victory. Which leads me, ah 

IT. In the laſt Place, to make the Doctrine and Hiſtory of my 
Text uſeful to ourſelves by an Application that will ſuit the So- 
lemnity of this Day, and the preſent State of our public Aﬀairs.— 
And as the War, wherein we are engaged, was not founded upon 
any Projects of Injuſtice, Revenge, and Vain-Glory, or on any ex- 
orbitant Deſire of Rule or Riches : and is carried on with no other 
Views, than to maintain our Sovereign's undoubted Right and Title 
to the Crown he wears, (for our Sake and not his own) to vindicate 
the Intereſt and Honour of the Nation, to make good our Faith 
in Treaties, which our Enemies would ſeem to hold commendable ; 
to redreſs the Wrongs that we and our Allies have ſuffer'd; to ob- 
tain a reaſonable Satisfaction for them, with a real and laſting Se- 
curity, from the Attacks of Spain, for what is the Life and Glory 
of this Iſland, as well as its juſt Claim, a free Navigation and 
Commerce on the Ocean ; and above all, to defeat, if poſſible, the 
enſlaving Schemes of the French King, who aims at nothing leſs 
than to bind all the Powers of Europe in the Chains of univerſal 
Monarchy. And to compaſs this, WE, it ſeems, muſt be no more 
a People, butadependent and wretched Province, to which he hath 
already nam*d a moſt proper Vice-Roy, the Son of him, whom we 
have abjur*d as our worſt Enemy ; a Perſon bred up from his Cradle 
in 1talian Bigottry and French Tyranny, the two greateſt Plagues 
under the Sun to a Proteſtant and free Nation; tho* Plagues we de- 
ſerve to ſuffer, if we think them none: or if we do not all we 
can to keep them out. 3 | 


1 
* 


Nothing better becomes a King ſeated on the Throne of Eng lan, than to be a 
Protector of the Freedom of Navigation. Marg. de Fenelon's Speech to the States of 
Holland, April 25, 1744 

C 2 | Now 
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Now may we not, my Brethren, in ſuch a Cauſe, wherein we 
fight to fave ourſelves and others from all that is evil, and calami- 
tous, and for all that is valuable, and deſireable in human Life? 
— May we not, I ſay, in ſo good a Cauſe, even religiouſly pre- 
ſume on having both Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing from the Righteous 
Governor of the Univerſe ? — May we not proſecute ſo juſt, fo 
neceſſary, nay, ſo benevolent a War, with all poſſible Confidence, 
and the fulleſt Aſſurance of Succeſs ? — No doubt we may, with all 
the Confidence and Aſſurance, that become our Relation and Obli- 
gations to Him: and are conſiſtent with an humble and abſolute 
acquieſcence under all Events of his good Pleaſure, in the great Go- 
vernment of the Univerſe, whether for Correction, Fudgment, or 
Mercy, (Fob xxxvii. 13.) 

But that we may herein be juſtified, let us, with Integrity, ex- 
amine our own Hearts, and Conduct towards him. —— Has 
there then been nothing in us of the Leaven of Benhadad, whoſe 
Pride was the fore-runner of his Deſtruction? Did we not, when 
we firſt girded on our Military Harneſs, boat; nay, rejoice almoſt 
as much, as if we had it put it of ? Have we not been tempted to 
glory in our Strength, and in the Weakneſs of our Enemies, after 
ſuch a Manner, as ſhews, that our Fleets and Armies have been 
more in our Thoughts, than the Favour or Power of God ? If this 
be true, we can be at no Loſs to aſſign. a Reaſon, why our Suc- 
ceſſes hitherto have fallen ſhort of the Merits of our Cauſe, as well 
as of our own proud Hopes, or ſuch ſanguine and gay Concluſions, 
as are oftner the reſults of Vine, and what we call good Company, 
than of good Reaſon and Deliberation. —The Prophet Gad ſpeaks 
it to David in a divine Meſſage, on his Sin in numbering his People. 
(2 Sam. xxiv.) For may it not be right, and wiſe (nay good for 
us) in the moſt HIGH, who rulzth in the Kingdoms of Men, to 
humble and prove us, if Self-confident and Proud, as he did the 
Jfraelites, (Deut. viii. 2.) by very mortifying Convictions of his 
Power, that he may not only know what is in our Hearts, but 
bring us to our Senſes, and our Reaſon, and prevent us from 
forgetting his over-ruling Providence, and the Religious Truſt we 
owe him, both in Proſperity and Adverſity, in Peace, as well as 
War. — And when he has thus prov'd, chaſtiz'd, and made us 
worthy for Himſelf, by bringing us not only to a juſt and grate. 
ful Senſe, but a conſcientious Diſcharge of our Duty to him in 
every Reſpect and Commandment ; We may then (ſince with him 
his Mercy and plentuous Redemption) flee unto Him, in Hope, and. 
Truſt (Pſalm, cxxxi. 4, 7.) that he will remember his tender Mercies 
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and loving Kindneſſes, which have been ever of old towards this Na- 
tion : (Pſalm. xxv. 6.) and will do us good at the latter End, (Deut. viii. 
16.) by giving us all we want, in a ſecure, honourable, and laſting; 
Peace, for ourſelves, our Allies, and our Poſterity. 

Of this, his Favour and Good-will towards Us, we have indeed 
an earneſt in ſome very diſtinguiſhing Inſtances of Succeſs. — 
For has he not cover'd the Head of his Anointed in the Day of 
Battle: (Pſalm; cxl. 7.) and bleſt him with Life, Deliverance and 
Victory, C Pſalm cxliv. 10.) in fo perillous a Criſis, as nothing, un- 
der GOD, but Britiſh Forces, headed by a Britiſb King, could have 
been a Match for ?—Has not that conj unct Fleet, whereof our Ene- 
mies boaſted, been ſo diſabled and diſperſed, tho? not quite deſtroy'd, 
as to be in no Condition to convoy any Aſſiſtance to a Spaniſh Ar- 
my, which is now flying juſt as a French one did the laſt Year be- 
fore the Troops of a Princeſs, the moſt injur*d and oppreſs'd of our 
Allies ?—But what more nearly concerns us, has he not been a very 
preſent Help in a late Time of Trouble and Danger? (P/. xlvi. 1.)—Did 
he not then ſhew himſelf to be our Keeper and Defence? (P/. cxxi. 5.) 
when He, without either Fleet or Army, defended us by the ftor- 
my Wind, that fulfills his Word, from the Surprize of an Invaſion, 
which might otherwiſe have deſtroyed us in our chief Sęcurih, that 
of being an Iſland ; whilſt too many among us were treating ſuch 
an Attempt as NOTHING, nay, ridiculing it as all a Fiction of our 
Court; tho? their Eyes were Witneſſes to a French Fleet upon our 
| Coaſts, and an actual Embarquement at a Port, the moſt dangerous 
to us. And tho? it was known long ago to have been the Project 
of a moſt experienc'd General ©, (but born an Enemy to his native 
Country) and by him eſteemed the only one wherein France can e- 
ver poſſibly ſucceed againft us h; I mean the landing of the beſt 
Army it can, (not as hererofore, in the remoter Parts of the King- 
dom, ſo as to give us Time to think and prepare for a fair Encoun- 
ter) but as near as may be to our Metropolis, ſo as to ſtrike the Blow 
home at once, before our regular Forces could be brought together, 
to prevent their marching towards it, or their driving an unarmed, 
and undiſciplin'd Multitude before them: and then ſeizing (in our 
Hurry and Confuſion) a moſt populous and extenſive but defenceleſs 
City, with the Exchequer, the Bank, and all the other Treaſuries 
wherein our Companies, our Merchants, and our Gentry, lodge their 
Wealth and Stores. For could this have been effected, they had Rea- 
ſon to be confident, that the whole Nation muſt have follow'd the 
Fate of the Capital, fo as to have been their own : or at leaſt the Seat 


: The late Duke of Berwick, Þ Biſhop Hare's Serm. Nov, 25, 1722, p. 48. b 


16 A Fas r.SEAMox, April 11, 1744. 


of a foreign, if not civil War, which would not only have fill'd it with 
Miſery and Blood, with Deſolations and Calamities inexpreſſible: but 
have likewiſe ruin'd our Credit (the Strength and Life of this Iſland) 


GOD only knows how long; ſo long at leaſt, as till, by his Bleſſing 


on our antientand native Valour, we could have rooted them out. 
Theſe Inſtances of GOD's Goodneſs, tho? alloy*d by ſeveral Marks 
of his Diſpleaſure, in ſome grievous and heavy things abroad, and in 
ſuch Diviſions at home, as ſhook the Land, are nevertheleſs a Token for 
ſuch as fear and obey him, that they may triumph (Pſ. Ix. 1,—4.) be- 
cauſe of his watchful Providence over us, and Loving-kindneſs to- 
wards us, far ſurpaſſing what we deſerv'd, or our Enemies fear'd; 
nay, ſuch as may ſtill leave them to fear every thing that ought to 
be fear*d by perfidious and oppreſſive Princes, who neither fear GOD, 
nor regard Man: but delight in War, or in doing wrong to ſuch, as have 
no Helper, nor way left to preſerve their Country, their Rights, 
their Liberties, and their Religion, but by a recourle to Arms, as 


e an Appeal to the Providence of GOD for the final Deciſion of what 


is ut and equal between Nations, which thro? the Pride, Injuſtice, 
and perverſe Paſſions of Men, can receive no other Determination.“ 

But beſides our Obligations to GOD, it will behove us to 
conſider, that we be in nothing wanting of that Obedience, Ho- 


nour, and Affection, which Reaſon and Religion command from 


Subjects towards his Vicegerent over us; a Prince, who knows no 
Happineſs, no Intereſt, no Glory ſeparate from theirs; and who, 
if need ſo require, is ever ready to defend them at the hazard of his 
Life: and if, as Sir William Temple obſerves, the Engliſh are parti- 
cularly fond of a KinG who is valiant, how high will his Majeſty 
riſe in their Eſteem, and how much have his Enemies to fear from 
Him, if they conſider the conſtant and undaunted Temper of his 
Mind, as well as what he lately did in the Field of Battle ? Or if they 
have not forgotten that memorable Day (at Audenarde) when the 
Children of France, and the Pretender himſelf fled before him (who was 


then our very diſtant Hope) in his firſt Eſſay towards that Military 
_ Glory; which {till fires him, but with no other Zeal than to Humble 
and reſtrain that Spirit in Princes, which would, by unjuſt and de- 


ſtroying Wars, diſturb the World, and ſacrifice the Peace and Quiet, 
the Rights and Properties, the Religion and Conſciencesof Mankind, 
to their own Ambition, 5 „ | 
It is our Duty then to GOD, to Him, and to our Country, to do 
every thing we can, and what good Subjects ought to do, for the Sup- 
port and Eaſe of his Government, and for the Eſtabliſhment of his 
Koyal Perſon and Family on the Throne; it is our Duty, no leſs than 
our 
3 Archbiſhop Ti/ht/on's Serm, Vol, I. p. 428. WE 
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our Intereſt, to exert our united Strength, in a Cauſe that muſt be 
common to all Parties who are Britons and Proteſtants.—In ſuch a 
Cauſe an avow*d Indifference is Treaſon to our King, and Treachery 
to our Country; and no doubt the French, in their higheſt Hopes 
of Succeſs, depended more on ourJealouſies, Animoſities, Diſcontents, 
Envyings, and Strifes, (the Tares perhaps this deviliſh Enemy hath 
ſown, to make us an eaſier Prey) than upon a fair and open War. 

But in an Exhortation of this kind I am as happily prevented as 
our Enemies are deſperately diſappointed, not only by the unani- 
mous and cordial Reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament, but by 
the moſt ſolemn, as well as free Aſſurances and Pledges of Loyalty 
and Zeal, which have been fo fully and univerſally expreſſed, in 
ſuch ſeaſonable Addreſſes to the Throne from all Ranks and Or- 
ders of Men; as will, I hope, convince all the World, even our 
Enemies, that we have nothing ſo much at Heart as the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the preſent Eſtabliſhment: and that nothing is more 


our Abhorrence and Averſion, than a Popiſb Pretender, and a French 


Government. For if we do but per/evere to the End of the War, 
with the ſame good Spirit of Unanimity, Zeal, and Vigour, that be- 
gun and ſtill ſupports it, ſo as to confute the untoward Obſervation 


that is made of us by Foreigners, That there is no Nation in Eu- 


e rope ſo much given to change, (in Politicks eſpecially) as the Eu- 
% gliſh;”” —if we, I ſay, do thus perſevere, I truſt to GOD that 
no Counſe], no Invaſion, no Weapon form*d againſt us will proſ- 
per; but that we ſhall, in his wiſe and good Time, (may it be ſoon !) 
ſee ſuch a Peace, as will put it out of the Power of the moſt 
dangerous Enemies to Grea/-Britain, and all Europe, to diſturb or 
injure either: and defeat entirely their grand Project of Univerſal 
Menarchy, which is now once more upon the Point of being de- 
ſtroyed or finiſh'd ; for iniſbd it might have been &er now, had we 
thoughtleſsly or tamely fat ſtill. | 

Such may, I think, though we are not ſuficzent of our ſelves, 
be our Faith and Truſt to God-ward, if the Religious and Moral 
State of this Kingdom be but correſpondent thereunto, as of a 
People no leſs zealous in the Service of their God, than of their 
King and Country, — But herein I ſhall leave you to your own 
Obſervations on what you have heard, ſeen and known of it; 
tho? not withoutexpreſſing ſuch Apprehenſions, as become one, who 
watcheth for your Souls, that you may find 1t to be ſuch, as cught to 
make us tremble for what is to come, if the bei Cauſe (the Cauſe of 
Liberty and Religion) may juſtly miſcarry in wicked Hands: and if 
God ſhould now enter into Fudgment with-us, for the crying Sins 
of this Nation, and fo diſpoſe the iſſues of the preſent War, as to 
| recom- 
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recompenſe us, not according to the injurious Treatment we have 
met with from our Enemies, but according to the evi] of our own 
doings, and our abuſe of his Mercies ; Nay, to deſtroy us from be- 
ing a People: (1/7. xlviii. 42.) and to remove our Candleſtick out 
of its Place, (Rev. v. 5.) as having filPd up the Meaſure of our 
Tniquities, And therefore, as we fear his Wralb, or prize all that 


we hold dear in Life, as Britons and Proteſtants, let us, on this 


Day of faſting and Humiliation, moſt heartily, and fervently be- 
ſeech the great Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of all Things, 
to become our Deliverer, our Protector, and our Friend: and to 
give us the much deſired, and wanted Bleſſing of Succeſs, in which 
the way lies always open, by our living /oberly,righteonſly, and godly. 
(Tit. ii. 12.) For what doth He require of us more, but to do 


juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with our God? 


(Mic. vi. 8.) — But in the mean time, let us in all humility of 
Mind, and contrition of Heart, implore him to ſpare us, tho? we 
deſerve Puniſhment : and in his Mercy, (as well as for the Glory of 
his Name, for the Sake of his true Religion, or for the Righteou/- 
neſs of our Cauſe) to turn from us thole Evils his Fuſtice might 
inflict by a ſorer Judgment, than a Famine or a Peſtilence; that of 
delivering us over unto the Mill of our Enemies. (2 Sam. xxiv. 
13, 14. P/alm xxvli. 14.) MR 7 ra 

And in order to obtain our Petitions, Tet us now, as in his more 
immediate Preſence, make the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions of acknow- 
ledging Him in all our Ways; of looking up to Him, as our Refuge 


and Strength, and Help; of breaking of our Sins by Righteouſneſs : 


and of keeping ourſelves from every wicked Thing, not only when 


our Fleets and Hoſts are gone forth againſt our Enemies, but all the 


Days of our Life. — Let our only Boaſt, be in the afſured Hope 
which the Righteous may always have from his over-ruling Provi- 
dence, going out of his Houſe with the devout Ejaculations of 


the Royal Pſalmiſt in our Hearts, and Lips, (Pſalm. xlix. ) Thou 


art our King O God, command DELiveER ances from Jacoss 
Thro* THEE will we overthrow our Enemies, and in thy Name, we 


will zread them wnder, that riſe up againſt Us. For we will not 


truſs in oux Bo, or to our Fleets and Armies. — It is not ovR 
Sword, that ſhall Help us: But it is Thou that ſaveft us from our 


Enemies, and putteſt them to Confuſion that hate us. — We make our 
Boaſt of God all Day long; and will praiſe thy Name for ever, — 


Ariſe Thou therefore, and help us, and deliver us for thy Mercy's 


Sake; that this great and moſt important War may be wiſely and 


happily conducted, till it be gloriouſly concluded by a juſt, and firm, 
and honourable Peace, —And let all the People ſay, Amen. 
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